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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 
PROJECT: PESCADERO STATE BEACH  
  ROUND HILL LEVEE REMOVAL PROJECT 
 
LEAD AGENCY: California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
 
AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS:  
The Initial Study for this Mitigated Negative Declaration was made available throughout 
the 30-day public review period at the reference desk of the Half Moon Bay Library .  It 
was also available at the public information desks of DPR's Santa Cruz District 
Headquarters office and Half Moon Bay State Beach.  It was also available on the 
Department of Parks and Recreation website, www.parks.ca.gov.  The Final Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and all supporting materials will be available, by request, at DPR's 
Santa Cruz District Headquarters office, 303 Big Trees Park Road, Felton.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Pescadero State Beach has been altered by the construction of dikes, levees, and 
channels built to drain or protect agricultural land. California State Parks has been 
working for the past two decades to re-create the functioning marsh ecosystem. 
Previous projects have removed levees, breached portions of levees, excavated 
channels and constructed ponds in an effort to enhance habitat values for several 
sensitive species. 
 
State Parks proposes to remove about 700 linear feet of levee from the bank of 
Pescadero Creek near Round Hill, restoring the creek bank to a more natural height. 
The project will begin to restore the adjacent five-acre fallow field to a natural riparian 
floodplain. This project will directly benefit several sensitive species.  
 
All material excavated and deposited will be used on site. Levee spoils will be used to 
create upland berms that will enhance habitat and topographic diversity of the field, and 
form basking habitat for the endangered San Francisco garter snake. This project is 
designed to improve foraging habitat for the San Francisco garter snake by creating 
diverse habitat types, including habitat for frogs. We will create frog habitat by removing 
nonnative vegetation in the fallow field, replanting appropriate species, and creating one 
or more seasonal ponds in the field. The ponds will collect rainwater from upland areas 
in normal rainfall years, plus overbank flows during high water years.  

 
Only native plant materials from local genetic sources will be used for revegetation. All 
work will be carefully monitored during construction to minimize any potential short-term 
impacts associated with restoration. The project includes a strong monitoring 
component, to ensure the success of the restoration project and allow adaptive 
management.  
 
 
FINDINGS 
An Initial Study has been prepared to assess the proposed project's potential impacts 
on the environment and the significance of those impacts and is incorporated in the 
Draft MND.  Based on this Initial Study, it has been determined that the proposed 
project would not have any significant impacts on the environment, once all proposed 
mitigation measures have been implemented.  This conclusion is supported by the 
following findings: 



 
Round Hill Levee Removal Project 
Pescadero State Beach 
California Department of Parks & Recreation 
 

ii
 

• 

• 

 
There was no potential for adverse impacts on aesthetics, agricultural resources, 
land use and planning, mineral resources, population and housing, recreation, 
transportation and traffic, or utilities and service systems associated with the 
proposed project.  
Full implementation of the proposed mitigation measures included in this MND would 
reduce potential project-related adverse impacts on air quality, biological resources, 
cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology 
and water quality, noise, and public services to a less than significant level. 

 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
The following mitigation measures have been incorporated into the scope of work for 
the Round Hill Levee Removal Project and will be fully implemented by DPR to avoid or 
minimize adverse environmental impacts identified in this MND.  These mitigation 
measures will be included in contract specifications and instructions to DPR personnel 
involved in implementing the project. 
 
AESTHETICS 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
AIR QUALITY 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE AIR-1 BASIC CONTROL MEASURES 
• Project manager will assess active construction areas daily for excessively dusty 

conditions. If particulate matter is visibly blowing more than 1,000 feet from the 
project site, a water truck will be brought in to suppress dust.  

 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE BIO-1 CNPS LISTED PLANT SPECIES 
• Surveys will be conducted during the appropriate blooming months (or when 

species can be unmistakably identified) for all CNPS listed plant species that 
could potentially occur within the project area.  

• All occurrences of CNPS listed species found within the project area will be 
mapped on project maps and flagged on the ground.  

• In the event of significant unavoidable impacts to CNPS listed species as a result 
of project implementation, DPR will mitigate losses of habitat or individuals at a 
ratio of 3:1 through habitat enhancement for these species within Pescadero 
State Beach (or as agreed upon in conjunction with the California Department of 
Fish and Game). 

 
MITIGATION MEASURE BIO-2 SAN FRANCISCO GARTER SNAKE, CALIFORNIA RED-LEGGED FROG, 
WESTERN POND TURTLE, AND SALTMARSH COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 
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• For four to six weeks before construction begins, the area within the construction 
footprint will be fenced with snake-exclusion fencing. One-way funnels will allow 
snakes and frogs to leave the project area. San Francisco garter snakes emerge 
from hibernation in March. The project area does not currently have ponds; 
therefore active snakes are likely to leave the fenced project area to forage. 
Trapping will further ensure that snakes have been excluded from the project 
site. Exclusion fencing will also prevent western pond turtles from entering the 
project area to nest or burrow. 

• Using USFWS-approved biologists and methods, San Francisco garter snake 
monitoring, including live trapping, will occur within the fenced area before earth 
moving takes place. Trapped snakes will be measured, marked, and released 
immediately outside the project area. This will allow DPR to monitor snake use in 
the area and to collect data on population structure. 

• At least seven days prior to the onset of activities, the names and credentials will 
be submitted to the USFWS (Service) of biologists who will act as Service-
approved biologist and biological monitor, who will conduct activities specified in 
the following measures. 

• At least seven days prior to the start of work, a preconstruction survey for San 
Francisco garter snakes, California red-legged frogs, Western pond turtles, and 
saltmarsh common yellowthroats will be conducted in the construction area. If 
any of these species is found, the biologist will contact the Service and request 
guidance on any additional conservation measures or authorizations that may be 
needed. Measures may include delaying work temporarily. 

• If required by USFWS or CDFG, vegetation will be removed and burrows will be 
excavated within the construction footprint. USFWS-approved biological 
monitor(s) will be on site during all construction activities.  

• A training session will be conducted for all personnel involved in the construction 
of the project. This training will take place prior to the initiation of the project and 
will include a description of the San Francisco garter snake, California red-legged 
frog, Western pond turtle, and saltmarsh common yellowthroat. Also discussed 
will be their habitats, the conservation measures that are being implemented for 
these species, and the physical boundaries within which the project must be 
accomplished. The training will include instruction in the appropriate protocol to 
follow in the event that a San Francisco garter snake, California red-legged frog, 
Western pond turtle, or saltmarsh common yellowthroat is found on site. 
Brochures, books, and briefings may be used in the training session and 
qualified personnel will be on hand to answer any questions.  

• A Service-approved biologist will be present at the work site until instruction of 
workers has taken place and any sensitive habitat has been disturbed. After 
these activities have occurred, DPR will designate one or more persons to serve 
as biological monitors for on-site compliance with all conservation measures. The 
Service-approved biologist will ensure that this individual receives training in the 
identification of San Francisco garter snakes, California red-legged frogs, 
Western pond turtles, and saltmarsh common yellowthroats. In the event that any 
of these species are encountered in the project area during project construction 
by anyone, the State Representative will put work on hold at that specific location 
and contractors will be redirected to other tasks. If work is stopped, the Service 
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shall be notified within one workday by the Service-approved biologist or the on-
site biological monitor. 

• The biological monitor will inspect the construction site each morning to ensure 
compliance by the contractor and to ensure that San Francisco garter snakes, 
California red-legged frogs, Western pond turtles, and saltmarsh common 
yellowthroats are not in the project area. 

• Rocks, logs, or other habitat features that are moved during construction will be 
done so with the monitor present, and will be replaced in adjacent suitable 
habitat, and/or stockpiled for use in habitat restoration portions of the project. 
 

• The number of access routes, the size of the staging area, and the total area of 
activity will be limited to the minimum necessary to achieve the project goal. 
Routes and boundaries will be clearly demarcated and approved by the 
biological monitor, and these areas shall be outside sensitive areas to the 
maximum extent feasible. The contractor will keep all equipment within the 
designated staging areas and work areas. The contractor will obtain approval 
from the on-site biological monitor to go outside designated areas. 

• The use of vehicles and heavy equipment will be restricted to the access road 
and fenced areas within the project site where snakes have been excluded and 
burrows have been excavated. 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE CULT-1  
 
• A qualified archaeologist will be present during the excavation phase of the 

project to monitor earth removal activities. In the unlikely event that significant 
archaeological resources are encountered during project development, all 
excavation work at the location of the find will temporarily cease so the project 
archaeologist can evaluate the find and provide appropriate management 
recommendations. 

 
GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE GEO-1 EROSION CONTROL 
• Best management practices (BMPs) will be used in all areas to control soil and 

surface water runoff during earthmoving activities. Grading and excavation 
activities should not be planned during the rainy season (October 31 to May 1), 
but if storms are anticipated during construction or if construction must occur 
during winter months, “winterizing” will occur, including the covering (tarping) of 
any stockpiled soils and the use of temporary erosion control methods to protect 
disturbed soil. Temporary erosion control measures (BMPs) must be used during 
all soil disturbing activities and until all disturbed soil has been stabilized 
(recompacted, revegetated, etc.) These BMPs will include, but not be limited to, 
the use of silt fences, straw bales, or straw or rice coir rolls, to prevent soil loss 
and siltation into nearby water bodies.  

• Permanent BMPs for erosion control will consist of properly compacting 
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disturbed areas and revegetation of appropriate disturbed soil areas with native 
species using plant material collected locally, where possible. Otherwise, if local 
seed is not available, a weed-free native mixture shall be used. Final design 
plans will include BMP measures to be incorporated into the project. 
 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE HAZMAT-1 SPILL PREVENTION 
• All equipment will be inspected by the contractor for leaks immediately prior to 

the start of construction, and regularly inspected thereafter until equipment is 
removed from park premises. 

• The contractor(s) will prepare an emergency Spill Prevention and Response Plan 
prior to the start of construction and maintain a spill kit on-site throughout the life 
of the project. This plan will include a map that delineates construction staging 
areas, where refueling, lubrication, and maintenance of equipment may occur. 
Areas designated for refueling, lubrication, and maintenance of equipment shall 
be at least 100 feet from Pescadero Creek. In the event of any spill or release of 
any chemical in any physical form at the project site or within the boundaries of 
Pescadero State Beach during construction, the contractor will immediately notify 
the appropriate DPR staff (e.g., project manager, supervisor, or State 
Representative). 

• Equipment will be cleaned and repaired (other than emergency repairs) outside 
the park boundaries. All contaminated water, sludge, spill residue, or other 
hazardous compounds will be disposed of outside park boundaries, at a lawfully 
permitted or authorized destination. 

 
MITIGATION MEASURE HAZMAT-2 CONSTRUCTION FIRE MANAGEMENT 

• A fire safety plan will be developed by the contractor and approved by DPR prior 
to the start of construction.  

• Spark arrestors or turbo-charging (which eliminates sparks in exhaust) and fire 
extinguishers will be required for all heavy equipment.  

• Construction crews will be required to park vehicles away from flammable 
material, such as dry grass or brush. At the end of each workday, heavy 
equipment will be parked over mineral soil, asphalt, or concrete to reduce the 
chance of fire. 

• Fire suppression equipment will also be available and located on park grounds. 
 
HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE HYDRO-1 WATER QUALITY 
• The contractor will provide a Spill Prevention and Response plan as part of the 

construction contract. 
 
LAND USE AND PLANNING 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
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MINERAL RESOURCES 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
NOISE 
 

MITIGATION MEASURE NOISE-1  
• Construction activities will generally be limited to daylight hours, between 8 a.m. 

and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, unless permission is granted by the 
Construction Supervisor and the Park Superintendent for other hours. 

• Internal combustion engines used for any purpose at the job site will be equipped 
with a muffler of a type recommended by the manufacturer. Equipment and 
trucks used for construction will utilize the best available noise control techniques 
(e.g., engine enclosures, acoustically attenuating shields or shrouds, intake 
silencers, ducts, etc.) whenever feasible and necessary. 

 
POPULATION AND HOUSING 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
RECREATION 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
• NO MITIGATION MEASURES NEEDED 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
No significant corrections, additions, and deletions have been made to the Round Hill 
Levee Removal Draft MND. Minor punctuation, spelling, and grammatical corrections 
that contribute to ease of understanding, but have no significant impact on the content, 
have not been noted. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
This document, along with the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(SCH#2005032003), corrected as noted above; Comments and Response to 
Comments; Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program; and the Notice of 
Determination, constitute the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Round Hill 
Levee Removal Project at Pescadero State Beach.   
 
Pursuant to Section 21082.1 of the California Environmental Quality Act, the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) has independently reviewed and analyzed 
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the Initial Study and Negative Declaration for the proposed project and finds that these 
documents reflect the independent judgment of DPR.  DPR, as lead agency, also 
confirms that the project mitigation measures detailed in these documents are feasible 
and will be implemented as stated in the Negative Declaration. 
 
 
 
________________________________________                        __________________ 
Gail Sevrens  Date 
Environmental Coordinator 
California Department of Parks & Recreation 
Northern Service Center 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ _________________ 
Theodore Jackson, Jr. Date 
Deputy Director 
Park Operations Division 
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